
C O P E C O M M I T T E E O N  P U B L I C A T I O N  E T H I C S

What to do if a reviewer suspects undisclosed  
con�ict of interest (Col) in a submitted manuscript

publicationethics.org

Developed for  

COPE by Liz Wager  

of Sideview 

(www.lizwager.com)

© 2013 Committee  

on Publication Ethics

First published 2006

A non-exclusive 

licence to reproduce 

 

may be applied 

cope_administrator@

publicationethics.org

Thank reviewer and say you plan to investigate

Reviewer informs editor of author’s undisclosed Col

Contact author(s) and express concern

Author(s) supplies

relevant details

Author(s) denies Col

Proceed with review/publication

Inform reviewer of outcome

clearly and obtain signed statement  

from author(s) about all relevant ColsThank author but point out

seriousness of omission

Amend competing interest

statement as required


